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relentless pressure of the naval blockade, and by the skill
(and brutality) with which the Allies were gradually
persuading or coercing the neutrals to act in their sup-
port. In these circumstances the Germans concentrated
all their strength upon one desperate attempt to strike
down their foes in the west. On March 21, 1918, after
a preliminary bombardment seemingly capable of shaking
the foundation of the earth, 101 divisions of the German
Army, supported by tanks, aircraft, gas, and every device
of modern war, were hurled like a gigantic thunderbolt
against British and French divisions holding a section of
the fortified and entrenched system which by this rime
extended from the Belgian coast to the Franco-Swiss
frontier. At first this immense forward lunge deeply
dented the Allied lines, but it failed to separate die British
armies from their French allies and so open up the
possibility of trapping the whole British force in the
north-west corner of France. By May 1918 the heroic
assault had spent its force, and the Allies were in a
position to decide whether they in their turn should
attempt a knock-out blow that year, or whether it would
be wise to wait till 1919, when the American reinforce-
ments would be available in immense numbers. It was
decided to strike in 1918, and the third stage of the Great
War opened with a general attack by the Allies in the
west. During the second phase (1915-1918) the Allies in
the west had twice (at the battles of the Somme in 1916
and those of Passchendaele in 1917) attempted to break
into the beleaguered fortress. Each attempt had been
repulsed with bloody loss.
The third stage of the war only lasted a few months,
By November 1918 the German army in the west was in
retreat; the Turks, who had stubbornly resisted for three